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Early Mapping



Estate Maps



Town Plans



Topographical Drawings



Exercise 1: The Buck Prospect of 

Sunderland

What does this source tell us about:

ÅSunderlandõs historic environment

ÅThe landscape and topography

ÅIndividual Buildings

ÅLife in Sunderland 

ÅThe nature of Sunderlandõs industries

ÅWhich types of building are these drawings particularly useful 

in understanding?

ÅWhat are the dangers of using this type of source?

ÅCan we learn just as much from written sources?



The Buck Prospect Analysed

Å Location of churches, indicates parish 

divisions and settlement pattern

Å Topography is indicated more clearly than 

on maps and plans

Å Industry is ephemeral and difficult to 

reconstruct, especially in a changing urban 

landscape.

Å Vivid sense of how Sunderland functioned 

as a town in the 18th century

Å Very useful for early industry but also for 

the architecture of parish churches as so 

many parish churches were heavily 

restored in the 19th century

Å Must be wary of artistic license and the 

political agendas.



Topographical Drawings of Individual 

Buildings



Exercise 2: Codford St Mary Church

ÅCompare the painting of Codford St Mary Church from the 

south-west by John Buckler (1804) with the photograph of 

the same view taken in 2005.

ÅBetween these two dates the church was heavily altered and 

restored by the architect  T.H. Wyatt

ÅUse the Bucker painting to:

i. Detail the alterations made by Wyatt

ii. Describe the medieval arrangement of the church

iii. Make further comment on the character of the 

historic environment 



Codford St Mary Church Analysed



Portraits and Paintings



County Series Maps



Tithe Maps and Enclosure Awards



Ordnance Survey Maps

Å The Ordnance Survey was established 

in 1791

Å Between 1791 and 1840 much of 

England and Wales surveyed and maps 

published at a scale of 1 inch to the 

mile (1: 63, 360)

Å In 1854 a standard scale for survey of 

25 inches to the mile (1: 2500) was 

introduced for rural areas and by 1896 

all of the Britain had been surveyed.

Å The maps which form the Ordnance 

Survey 1st Edition were published at 

both 6 inch (1: 10, 560) and 25 inch to 

mile scales

Å In 1891 a general revision of both scales 

was undertaken and completed by 1914



Exercise 3: Ordnance Survey Map of 

Westmill, Hertfordshire

Å Features which dictate the course of 

parish boundaries 

Å Irregular modern routes or arbitrary 

lines which cut across natural and 

man-made features which could 

indicate ancient features.

Å Religious elements of landscape

Å Village location, morphology and 

subsequent infill.

Å Nucleation of dispersed settlement

Å Agriculture and woodland.

Å Enclosed open field systems

Å Transport and communications 

networks.


