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The Current Project

Funded through English Heritage HEEP funding to look at two areas:

• The use of archaeology and the historic environment at Key 
Stage 3 (ages 11 to 14)

• The AS/A level Archaeology course.

• Why are colleges offering it?

• Why do learners want to take it?
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KS3 Background.

Key Stage 3 is Years 7 to 9 (11-14 years)

New National Curriculum for Key Stages 3 and 4 was published in 
2007

• Implementation timetable:

Year 7 from September 2008

Year 8 from September 2009

Year 9 from September 2010

The new National Curriculum provides some key changes and 
opportunities:

• Local community engagement and local history.

• Longer term chronological / thematic study

• Putting learning about the past in a world context.
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Resources for the local past in schools?

60% of KS3 teachers said archaeology and historic environment was 
of key importance when learners were looking at their local area 
and community.

85% of history KS3 teachers think archaeology & the historic 
environment are valuable learning resources.

And 65% said that greater use of archaeology and the historic 
environment within their teaching would improve the standards 
of teaching in their school.

73% of KS3 teachers said they did not have enough information to 
make best use of archaeology and the historic environment 
within their current teaching.

But 90% of KS3 teachers stated that a lack of time to develop their 
teaching was the biggest barrier to innovation in their 
classrooms!
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Getting outside the classroom.

70% of KS3 teachers want to use more visits to local heritage sites 
as part of their teaching.

The most common barriers for use of local heritage sites in teaching 
were

• Cost (60%)

• Lack of Resources (58.2%)

• Health & Safety (38.2%)

However…

Only 10% of teachers & tutors had heard of the Engaging Places
initiative;

Only 13.3% of teachers & tutors had heard of the new Learning 
Outside the Classroom initiative.
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Not just history!

• At KS3 archaeology and the historic environment is utilised 
within a wide range of subjects:

• History

• Geography

• Citizenship

• Classics

• Science

• Engineering

• Art

• Languages

• Music

• Drama!
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Portsmouth Girls School & the Mary Rose Trust.

• Years 6 and 7 girls

• A Creative Intervention for the “Grey learners” 

“those pupils who neither excelled in the top 10% or those in 
need of additional help at the bottom of the achievement 
range. The Learners that sit at the back and blend into the 
background, never speak and usually hand in 
average/acceptable work.”

• Needed to be:

• cross curricular

• Fit the national curriculum

• PLTS

• SEAL

• Low cost

• Mary Rose trust wanted to use the project to know why young 
people weren’t engaging with the museum?



Council for British Archaeology

www.britarch.ac.uk

Comments from some KS3 learners:

“The word Museums, I don’t like museums. They shouldn’t 
call it the Mary Rose museum as it sounds too boring, but 
it’s not boring at all!” (Year 8 learner when asked what about their 

work with the Mary Rose Trust they would change)

“Now, I really like the programmes [documentaries] about 
archaeology and the past and stuff, as I know what they 
are about.”(Year 9 learner when asked if working on a museum project 

had changed what she thought about the past.) 

“Not doing writing. I don’t like writing. It was good, but we 
did do lots of writing, but [that] was OK because it was 
interesting”(Year 9 learner when asked what about their work with the 

Mary Rose Trust they would change)

“they’re not savages, but just getting on with their lives like 
us!”(Year 9 learner doing a project on indigenous people of the 
North Americas)

“We got to hold stuff that was really old, and I thought they 
lived really [in Tudor England] different but its just like now 
but without cars and things.”(Year 8 learner when asked what was 

the best part of their experience)
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Working with schools? 

• Engage teachers interest in their local heritage

• Challenge the idea that history is hard!

• Focus learning in the local historic environment

• Then relate that local focus to the national & world context

• Market Heritage to subjects outside History to grow these areas

• Continue to provide the traditional areas of support

• Lesson resources and information.

• Teacher’s workshops

• Expert advice.

• Work collaboratively to bridge the gap between the diverse 
sources of resource and the teachers access and knowledge of 
these.

• Start to provide suggested combinations of projects 

• Support for non-subject specialists
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Developing reosources

We need to develop resources about their local area that provide a 
stepping stone to national and international contexts. 

Å E.g. Bristol’s local dockyards and architecture.

Å EPE Resources on Slavery, 

Å Understanding or historical context of Slavery, 

Å Foundation of the British Empire, 

Å Development of Abolition movement, Liberalism, Society of 
Friends etc.

Å Methods of Campaigning (with links to English, drama, etc.)

Å World Context of slavery Roman, Greek, Ottoman etc.

Å Modern Slavery issues linking to citizenship.

But its not about history in isolation.


